
 

MARRIAGE 

 

Nikah Ceremony 

 

The Nikah Ceremony of Aboobucker Mohamed Abdul Azeez and Ummu Kuluthum Ismail  was held on 

4th October, 1936. 

 

            
                   Aboobucker Mohamed Abdul Azeez                                              Ummu Kuluthum Ismail  

 

Aboobucker Mohamed Abdul Azeez 

Sultan Mohideen, an affluent and educated Muslim of Vannarpannai in Jaffna, was an export merchant of 

mainly bark and deer-horn. He was blessed with four sons Meera Mohideen, Asana Lebbe, Mohamed 

Aboobucker and Mohamed Yoosuf.   

 

Meera Mohideen and Yoosuf were successful traders like many Jaffna Muslims. Asana Lebbe was a scholar 

in Tamil and Arabic, a renowned poet and an expert in Arabic-Tamil and was well known as Asana Lebbe 

Alim Pulavar. Aboobucker was a leading Proctor, Kathi, Justice of the Peace, Vice-Chairman of the Jaffna 

Urban Council and first outstation President of the All Ceylon Muslim League. He was well versed in Tamil, 

English and the Quran and was keen on education, local politics and social activities. 

 

Sultan Mohideen Aboobucker and his wife Mohamed Meera Mohideen Nachchia gave birth to their eldest 

son Mohamed Abdul Azeez on 4th October, 1911. In 1918 his mother died and he was looked after by his 

maternal grandparents Mohamed Sultan Abdul Cader and Sultan Abdul Cader Nachchia. Influenced by his 

father and uncle Asana Lebbe, Azeez was educated in the Hindu schools RKM Vaidyeshwara Vidyalayam 

and Jaffna Hindu College where he was a brilliant student. The training he received in these institutions and 

under devoted teachers stood in great stead in his later life academically and in his career. In 1934 he was 

successful in entering the prestigious Ceylon Civil Service as the first Muslim Civil Servant. 

 

Ummu Kuluthum Ismail  

The first Muslim Justice of the Peace and Vice-Consul for Persia in Ceylon, M.I. Mohamed Alie J.P. was the 

owner of a large number of properties and was the founder of Orangefield Estate in Rakwana. He and his wife 

Amsa Umma were blessed with three children, Mohamed Ismail, Moomin Umma and Mohamed Hussein,  

Mohamed Ismail and his wife Ummu Ayesha had four children Mohamed Abdulla, Ummu Kuluthum, Sithy 

Fathima and Mohamed Cassim. Their mother died in 1922 soon after the birth of Mohamed Cassim. Ummu 

Kuluthum was born on 9th November, 1917. Their clan was referred to as the ñJP Familyò like all leading 

Muslim families who were identified by unique names, some of which were amusing.  



 

 

 

She was the great granddaughter of Hon. Mr. M.C. Abdul Rahuman, the first Muslim Member of the Ceylon 

Legislative Council. 

 

 

                    

                           Mohamed Sultan Abdul Cader                                           M.I. Mohamed Alie J.P. 

 

                        

                                      S.M. Aboobucker J.P.                                                          M.A.M. Ismail J.P.                             

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Engagement 
 

M.A.M. Ismail admired the first Muslim Civil Servant A.M.A. Azeez and was interested in getting him 

married to his daughter Ummu Kuluthum. He mediated through Azeezôs uncle, A.S. Abdul Cader, who was 

the well known Head Master of Zahira College, Colombo. One day he even paid a personal visit to Azeezôs 

apartment. Ismailôs efforts were successful. Azeez was Office Assistant at the Matale Kachcheri. In those 

days the leading Muslim families saw that their children were married to members of other leading Muslim 

families or within their clan. Therefore, there were some relatives who were against Ummu getting married to 

a panangkottaya and nattan from Jaffna. But Ismail brushed aside all opposition and was very fond of his 

son-in-law until his demise in 1945.    

 

The Nikah ceremony was held in Colombo on 4th October, 1936 which was the 25th birthday of Azeez. The 

witnesses on his side were himself and his maternal grandfather Mohamed Sultan Abdul Cader. The 

witnesses on Ummuôs side were her father M.A.M. Ismail (Wali) and Ahamadu Lebbe Marikar Abdul 

Careem, who was Amsa Ummaôs (wife of M.I. Mohamed Alie) brother. Mahar of Rs. 300/- was given and a 

dowry property of premises No. 5, San Sebastian Hill in Colombo 12 was gifted by M.A.M. Ismail.        

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Marriage Certificate of Aboobucker Mohamed Abdul Azeez and Ummu Kuluthum Ismail 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Marriage Certificate  (annex) ï Dowry Property of Premises No. 5, San Sebastian Hill, Colombo 12 

gifted by M.A.M. Ismail  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


